VII. Pending Issues and Urgent Needs

Q1. Is any of the intangible cultural heritage in your coun-
try in danger of disappearance or transformation?

Various aspects of the Fijian language are in danger of disappearing. Some dia-
lects have become extinct and a few others are in danger of becoming extinct. The
losing of dialects is due to a number of reasons. Since the Standard Fijian (SF)
language is one of the official languages, in most communities, SF is used in the
churches, in the schools, in official functions and in the media. With English being
the main official language in Fiji, many people choose English as well for many of
these functions especially for social media. In such scenario, the community dia-
lects are the least popular as a language choice.

The semantic fields of particular tangible and intangible cultural phenomena are
fast eroding from the active vocabulary of the majority of the speakers of the Fiji-
an language and dialects. Words linked to traditional house building, canoe build-
ing, farming and navigation have also disappeared due to the lack of viability of
the events themselves and the transmission of knowledge to the younger genera-
tions.

The iTaukei Institute of Language and Culture through the Cultural Mapping Pro-
ject has identified 33 intangible cultural heritage topics in the various villages
visited which are in danger of disappearance or transformation. Tabulated below

are the details of these topics:
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Q2. Problems and difficulties encountered during the safe-
guarding projects. Future plans for the safeguarding of ICH
(program information)

Problems & difficulties encountered ranged from resources, particularly the raw
materials needed; to those have the knowhow and have the capability to relay
this to the younger generation.

A contributing factor too is modern technology, where the community opt to use
modern method because it's cheaper and readily available; an example is item
number 19 above; although the villagers confirmed that there is a traditional way
of making salt, but with the introduction of modern methods by a foreign busi-
nessman has resulted in their not willing to revitalize this ICH because the mod-
ern method is easier and they get income out of it.

Lack of financial assistance as evident from the table above, only eleven (11) revi-

talization projects of the identified 32 ICH has been conducted since 2007.

Q3. What type of cooperation from the international socie-
ty or sub-region is needed for the safeguarding of ICH in
your country?

e Funding for capacity building and revitalization programs
e Sharing of information on best practices

e  Situation analysis / Research - Language Choice, Language Loss

Q4. What role do you expect ICHCAP to play in safeguard-
ing ICH in the region in terms of programs, projects for in-
formation and networking on ICH?

e Funding for capacity building, revitalization programs and planting &
preservation of raw materials

e Assistance needed for the inclusion of ICH safeguarding measures in
school curriculum

e Building of Cultural Centers/Schools

¢ Animation Equipment, Expert advice, Filming / DVD recording assis-

tance.
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Q5. What should be considered to encourage or to ensure
active involvement from the community in safeguarding
ICH?

Revitalization programs should not be seen as safeguarding measures only but
should be seen as income generating projects and capacity building for inform-
ants and practitioners must be strengthened

The government ensures that the environment is made available for the linking
of ICH safeguarding to income generation projects and also making markets

available.
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